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CHASING THE 

DEVIL: KERALA 

FISHWORKERS' 

STRUGGLE FOR 

JUSTICE 
 

"elelam ponthettey koottukare 

othuvalikkam ippam ponthum 

elelam othuvaicku 

othuvalichal malayum porum… 

[oh pull it up friends together friends 

oh pull it up let it come up 

let us pull up a mount of fish] 

 

A traditional song sung usually by the country 

raft fish workers, popularly known as 

Kattamaramkar, in Keralam. The song 

reverberates with the joyous feelings of the 

harvest season called Chakara. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

erala has been venerated as a model state in 

recent times for it's achievements in Human 

Development Agencies worked on it and 

came out with figures matching astoundly with the 

first world standards. Research works were carried 

exclusively for unravelling the modelleering aspects 

of Kerala. There were codified in a structured way 

by agencies whose aim was to develop a paradigm 

of economic activity for further applications 

elsewhere in the world. 

It should be remembered that the demise of 
erstwhile socialist blocks created an atmosphere 
conducive enough for the establishment of a 
unipolar world. The dominating tendencies of 
liberal capitalism frustrated many third world 
countries, whose economy was suffering badly in 
cut throat competitions. Their economy snubbed as 
Backward could not take them to a position, worth 
emulating. 
 
It was in this context that Kerala's own 
achievements were projected as an eye opener to 
those many underdeveloped countries with a 
message for introspection. But further researches 
exposed the other side of the model, it's own dark 
side, where, marginal groups like dalits, adivasis, 
fishworkers, women groups and plantation 
labourers were placed. Those did not hear the 
voices of many of them in authority even when 
struggles seeking attention were going. The another 
own initiative in this work is to portray the pathetic 
condition of the fish workers and their struggles 
checking the intrusion of market forces in the 
coastal belt of Kerala. 
 
TRADITIONAL SCENARIO 

 

Traditionally fishing communities retained low 
social status due to their presence in the lower 
echelons of caste hierarchy. But the status varied 
from region to region and time to time. In the 
southern parts, some groups enjoyed ritual status 
with entry into the temples allowing them to make 
their Sway over upper caste groups like Nairs and 
Syriann christians. This status they started to enjoy 
after the arrival of Portuguese in the Kerala coast. 
 
During Portuguese period, many native 
principalities raised their own naval forces to 
counter the aggressive and intruding tendencies of 
the colonial powers. Most of the time they had to 
recruit the people who were engaged in works 
related to water bodies like water transporting, 
fishing, collection of shells etc. Some groups were 
awarded ritual status in temples with sufficient 
powers to collect virippu [a form of tax] over other 
groups enabling them to attain a better position in 
caste hierarchy. But this was given selectively to 
those groups who commanded superiority in naval 
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warfare. For instance, the Ampalappuzha raja 
handed over his own royal sword to Purakkat 
arayan, in return of the services provided by him for 
conducting naval warfares against the Portuguese. 
 
The scenario changed with the British supremacy, 
which virtually destroyed all navalgroups 
belonging to this region in order to retain the 
political control. From mid 17th c. onwards there 
were a series of struggles in which many people 
died and the rest were perennially displaced 
causing largescale migrations to the northern side. 
The heroic struggles waged by the Mappila 
fisherfolks in conducting guerilla warfare Against 
the English vessels is also to be remembered as an 
attempt of resistance. 
 
With the rise of Colonial Capitalism and the 
productive relations Kerala got integrated to the 
World Economy with its exploitative relations. Thus 
Capital investment and productive relations altered 
the entire existing pattern of relations of production 
causing certain mobile and competent groups to 
attain prominence.  Success stories of these groups 
were promoted to generate desires and hopes 
furthering the scope of full round development. The 
princely states, the paramountcy and the 
missionaries played a major role, in disseminating 
these ideas.  These stories were hailed as the 
hallmarks of "progress" and the region attained 
respectability with respect to other areas in India. 
But this was not the case with other groups like 
dalits, fisherfolks, adivasis and women who lagged 
behind compared to the successful groups. 
 
People who were at the lower rung protested 
against the continuing neglect towards issues of 
importance pertaining to them. There were 
agitations demanding settlement and transfer of 
lands. Repeated attempts in blocking the 
development process forced those in authority to 
respond to their demands. Govt. appointed a 
committee to find out the problems. The committee 
after detailed survey, submitted reports by stating 
that the problems pertaining to them were serious 
and needed special care. Instead of blaming the 
Govt, for its inaction, the committee came out with 
statements supporting it. Govt. attributed the 
failures of fisherfolks to their own inherent 

disabilities like lack in adapting to the new 
environment, illiteracy, unhygienic conditions etc. 
all arising from their culture. Thus failure was 
believed to be the result of the "essential condition " 
hindering the possible interaction with capitalism, 
which could ensure mobility for them. 
 
Policies were planned and implemented with the 
object of eradicating backwardness amongst them. 
Much of it was implemented through modern 
institutions like schools, hospitals, fisheries 
departments and cooperative societies. Thus, along 
with the socio-economic backwardness, lack of 
scientific and technological knowledge of fisheries 
was added as an imperative for further action. A 
new scientific Western knowledge endowed with 
the capability to fetch more resources caught the 
imagination of elites and people. Later, social 
reform movements amongst them accepted this 
aspect and through their activities they planned to 
eradicate backwardness. 
 
The coming of the second worldwar and the 
consequent changes in economy hampered 
mechanisation and technological advancement in 
fisheries sector allowed no direct benefit from it. 
Moreover a change in perception allowed people to 
shift to other sectors, like modern coir and cashew 
industries, as labourers. The post world war 
scenario was marked by sporadic incidents of 
revolts and struggles led by the Communist Party. 
Against the imperial and collaborative attitude of 
the princely state, there were struggles like 
Punnapra, Kathinamkulam etc. in which all 
proletarian groups participated.  
 
The post independent scenario is marked with 
significant shifts in policies and implementations. 
The modernisation process started in colonial 
period was beneficial largely to the European 
entrepreneurs. Thus independent India generated 
more hopes and expectations in the minds of the 
people promised proper implementation of 
development policies. 
 
It viewed the colonial past with contempt as it 
perpetuated a backward economy for them to claim. 
The new government actively engaged this problem 
by manipulating development Ideology for 
eradicating the stigma of backwardness. 
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THE IDEOLOGICAL CONCERNS 
 

The State now fixed its plans for achieving those 
ends by putting “developmentalism” at its core, as 
the main ideological platform. It disseminated these 
ideas to the society through various agencies like 
media, school, public speeches etc. All these 
promoted the victory of modernism and castigated 
the ‘tradition’ for not allowing them to go ahead. At 
worst it found the traditional knowledge like 
medicine, fishing techniques, seasonal catches, 
responsible for allowing, less productivity and 
backwardness to stay with them. In the school 
textbooks the comparison of mechanised boats with 
kattamaram was made with the sole purpose to 
debunk the latter. The glossy images of smiling 
white men and women with decent localities as 
their achievements from modernisation were given 
in textbooks to rouse the imaginations of the people. 
The message was, ”if you follow the same path you 
can make a situation like that here”.  
 
A whole literature complaining about the 
backwardness supported by occasional incidents of 
starving deaths mooted the bid for technological 
and improvised tools to be imported in this region 
to enhance productivity. The more the productivity 
the more the money to kill the monster called 
“backwardness”. 
 
THE MECHANISATION PROCESS  
 

Mechanisation in active form got implemented only 
with the introduction of Indo-Norwegian Project in 
1953. They adopted the coastal regions of Kollam 
and conducted detailed surveys and studies. On the 
basis of this survey a body of knowledge was 
crested which supposed to represent the socio-
economic, scientific and technological 
backwardness of the region. Now along with this 
they supplemented the services of the technicians 
who backed by the Institutionalized form of 
knowledge emphasized the sole aspect of increase 
in productivity than that of sustainability. The cry of 
that time was “the fish in this coast dies of aging 
than of human and other external activities”. 
 
They recruited people who were ready to cede their 
traditional beliefs related to fishing. Occasionally, 

fisherpeople do not indulge in fishing in some 
particular season due to ritual taboos. Interestingly, 
these seasons coincide with the periods when fishes 
come to the shore for breeding.  
 
The mechanisation project was a success in terms of 
increase in productivity and income incurring from 
it. The State, which patronised the process benefited 
from it in the form of revenue collections. In the 
elections, the ruling party came again to power with 
thumbing majority and consumers were provided 
enough fish to consume and the people who were 
involved in this activity could earn enormously. 
Thus fishing activity became an active industry with 
other groups interested in it to achieve profits. This 
altered the Indian fisheries with drastic changes in 
terms of both quality and quantity. 
 
THE TRAWLING ACTIVITY 
 

It altered the whole scenario in the coastal region as 
this technology enabled those groups to catch more 
fish especially prawns that found lucrative markets 
in Europe, USA and Japan. This popularly known 

“chemmeen 
chakara” 

invited more 
profit 

seeking 
sections 

from other 
parts of 
Kerala to the 
coastal side. 

Thus planter groups, timber merchants and 
Abkari’s found fishing a more capital generative 
and up coming industry. They invested heavily in 
gear and nets to gain profits. These infrastructural 
inputs enabled them to have more returns from 
investments due to increase in the productivity. 
They employed other groups as laborers in these 
trawlers and gave them less than what traditional 
groups used to give to their partners in country boat 
fishing. But the ease in laboring activity and the 
charm in doing "work "in a mechanised boat invited 
people to enter into it.            
The mechanisation project could meet the increased 
demand from the world market in terms of the 
produce. It again created another level of 
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dependency. This dependency was more on 
technology which lessened the profit gained from 
the catch as large amount of money was to be raised 
to meet the cost of consulting and technological 
upgradations required in the mechanisation 
process. New groups like export oriented business 
firm's lended money to those who were into 
trawling and ensured constant supply of fish 
exclusively for them at a cheaper price. This 
reduced profits to the minimum for trawlers. 
 
CLASHES BETWEEN TRAWLERS AND 

FISHERS 
 

Mechanisation process contributed to the 
polarization of the coastal region between the boat 
owners and the traditional fishworkers. A series of 
clashes continued in which the laborers in the boat 
and the traditional fisherfolks lost life. The outsiders 
who dominated the mechanised sector invested 
their money in other areas leaving the coastal belt 
unattended even for basic amenities.  
 
The huge technological and operational methods 
employed in fishing activity by the trawlers enabled 
them to outsmart the Kattamaram fisherfolks who 
were in to less sophisticated devices.  Trawling 

activity as such 
swept the shores 
of all living 
beings left 
nothing for 
Kattamaramkar 
to fish on. Apart 
from it, the fixed 
or floating gear 

types of the kattamaramkar would always get 
destroyed by the passing trawler blades. Often these 
led to severe conflicts and loss to life. The political 
and money clout associated with the trawling 
activity forced the Kattamaramkar to wage armed 
struggles against the trawler crews. But the 
prowling activity of the trawlers and purse-seiners 
continued without any halt. All these led to a severe 
fall in the catch causing unemployment to the 
Kattamaramkar. Around this time, foreign vessels 
came to the region with sophisticated devices to 
catch the produces, left the native groups nothing to 
depend on. 

ORGANISATIONS OF THE FISH WORKERS 

 

Many organisations were in existence even in 
colonial times though with limited activities. But, 
independent India witnessed the proliferation of 
organizational activities with specialisations. The 
limitation of Party Politics was felt in their lack of 
enthusiasm for raising the demands of fishworkers. 
This prompted many in the coastal region to raise 
organisations exclusively for them. Thus Kerala 
Swanthanthra Malsya Thozhilali Federation in 
Keralam and National Fishworkers Forum (NFF) in 
1979 were established with the object of improving 
the living condition of fish workers. 
 
But more or less around this time, the inland 
fishworkers along with other seafaring groups 
revived their own old organizational structures like 
Dheevara Sabha. They were of the opinion that it 
was suicidal for seafaring groups to depend solely 
on the wealth extracted from the seas. So it was 
advisable for all groups to shift to other promising, 
secure and life sustaining sectors. They demanded 
welfare policies like reservation for them in all govt. 
bodies for a better representation of their views. 
This initiated them to look for other demands like 
separate govt. aided technical education 
institutions. Many of them attained technical skills 
for recruitment opportunities like going to Gulf or 
North India. As a policy they discouraged most of 
their members from depending solely on water 
bodies for livelihood. The apathy of the state and 
other dominant sections towards them in 
developmental issues was a matter of serious 
concern for them. They organised socially and 
politically and contested in the general elections. A 
fair representation on the basis of population could 
not be achieved, but in other sectors like that of apex 
bodies, representation was ensured at least on a 
minimum basis. 
 
In the southern part there were a series of uprisings 
against the trawlers by kattamaramkar. But even the 
trawlers were facing threats from other groups from 
Singapore, Srilanka, Maldives and other 
Coramandal groups. The crewmembers of the 
trawling boats were ill paid and put into inhuman 
laboring conditions. The extreme left movement of 
Kerala( Janakiya Samskarika Vedi ) now almost 
eclipsed naxal group, was active amongst  these 
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sections and called for strikes protesting against the 
ill treatment. But the severe crack down unleashed 
by state on these movements crushed it to the 
ground with no other alternative, but to depend on 
the trawlers. Though the Janakiya Samaskarika Vedi 
could not achieve any virtues for them, it stirred up 
a consciousness enough for other groups to operate 
and mobilize them for further struggles. 
 
By this time Fr. Thomas Kocherry, and Jose Kaleekal 
local priests at the Church initiated movements. 
There were other priests too in these movements.    
Their motive was to end the miseries of the 
fisherfolks in particualr and proletarians in general. 
They boldly questioned the catholic church's status 
quoist attitude towards social issues. Some of them 
even openly criticized the leaders negligent attitude 
towards proletarian groups. 
 
Fr. Kocherry along with other concerned groups 
built up organisations for supporting the people in 
crisis times like monsoon times, flood situations etc.  
His speeches inspired people to break the chains 
and its meetings became well attended.   Soon he 
became a popular figure and people lovingly called 
him “Tom Achen” and approached him for their 
day to day problems.  He became a mediator for all 
kinds of personal quarrels and groups fights. 
Gradually he became a charismatic figure having all 
kinds of spiritual virtues. Later, he organized people 
on national basis to lead the struggles against the 
perpetrators of violence. He invited other concerned 
individuals and groups to take up the issue.  
Among them T.Peter, Lal Koyilpparambil, Vijayan, 
G.Basheer, P.T.Mohammed, Velayudhan, Philomin 
Mary ,Alice Lukose, and Mercy Alexander   to name 
a few organised agitations like hunger strikes, 
sitting rallies, picketing national highways, 
railways, airports, government offices etc., to obtain 
rights for the fishworkers. 
 
Of these, their main demand was to obtain zonal 
regulation for the mechanised boats, night trawling 
ban, purs -sein ban, monsoon trawl ban etc., NFF 
the apex body of all organisations approached 
courts, Government bodies and other world bodies 
like United Nations obtained verdicts favouring the 
fishworkers. The major victory was in 1993 when 
the Supreme Court upheld purs -sein ban and 
monsoon trawl banning.  

WOMEN’S ISSUE 

 
Their issue never figured initially in the struggler's 
agenda, as their problems were taken for granted to 
be the problems of the men. Most of them were 
engaged in household selling or in small scale street 
vending. In the coastal regions of Kerala after 
finishing their household duties the fisher women 
run to the market at around 5o’clock and buy the 
necessary items, which were in demand in the 
interior regions. They have to walk around the 
places and houses to sell off. At worst, most of them 
have to face sexual harassment, and cheating from 
their places of destinations. In popular Malayalam 
films they are the lascivious women seeking 
attention from the virile male. Many incidents of 
rape and molestation cases were reported from the 
coastal belt. Even the police officers on duty to 
check these atrocities were no less cruel to them in 
sexual harassment cases. 
 
In household duties and in the subsistence of the 
family they have to play a major role. Men are 
accused of squandering the money that they get 
from the catch. The burden of growing children and 
the aged parents have to be taken up by them. That 
is why we find constant agitations on the part of 
them against illicit liquor selling at the coastal 
regions. Even the moneylenders did not leave them 
alone. Husband's burden use to fall on them in the 
form of usurer's lust for their bodily charm. 
 
Apart from these women were accused of tarnishing 

the image of the community in the eyes of others. 

The backwardness of them is caused by the 

misbehaviour of their women in public places. Now 

there is a renewed attempt to control them sexually 

and morally. The men’s spiritual movements- be it 

of the Christian, Muslim or Hindu- are aiming to tie 

them solely to the family. They also have the 

responsibility to keep their men on the right path.  

Though women played major role in keeping the 

movement ongoing there has not been a single 

woman at the top echelons except for Nalini Nayak, 

Mersy Alexander and Philomin Mary too had to 

face similar problems like other women in the 

movement.  
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THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY AND 

CONSEQUENT CHANGES 

 
The new economic policy declared its goals clearly.  

Markets were opened and joint ventures of Indian 

and many other multinational groups started 

dominating it. With regard to the change in the 

policies, it reformed its Fisheries policy and 

declared deep sea fishing policy as its agenda. In 

this new scheme, the Govt. of India allowed Indian 

seas to be explored by foreign vessels. The rationale 

of the Govt. in this 

regard was that the 

cost of the fish in 

Indian market is too 

high for the Urban 

and local poor to buy 

it. If the foreign 

vessels enter the 

market with more 

catch, there would be 

stability in the 

market. 

 

But most of the 

foreign vessels 

contained separate processing and packing units 

with sophisticated communication equipments to 

make it sure for them to reach other markets swiftly. 

It was also not sure that whether they would let 

other groups to share their products. 

 

There were series of fights both in the court and 

public places to find solution to problems. Even the 

native trawlers who found the new situation 

detrimental to their interests joined the league. A 

two day fishers bandh was called by which the 

availability of the fish in the market was prohibited. 

It helped to create a public opinion in favour of 

them. The Supreme Court verdict came in 1993 

curtailing some of the greedy designs of the joint 

ventures. On the basis of the verdict separate fishing 

zones were created and rights of the local people 

were ratified with due concern.  

 

MECHANISATION A SOLUTION TO THE 

PROBLEM? 
 

The Govt. initiated mechanization as its solution to 
the problem of the traditional fisherfolks. It was 
almost like a “do or die” situation for many of them 
and was given outboard engines and mobile gears 
to equip themselves to do fishing activities. The 
immediate result was growth in productivity and 
sudden boom in the market. For two years the price 
of the product was stable although with threatening 
conditions. But again the price fell down due to the 

increase in the catch and 
the dumping down 
activity of the vessels. The 
lower price and the 
availability of the cheap 
labour force were 
beneficial to the exporters 
who fetched good price in 
foreign markets. Once 
again thus keeping the 
local people and the 
consumers in the hands of 
market forces. 
 
More than this, 
Kattamaramkar faced 
another problem. Their 

infrastructural costs rose to new scales leaving them 
little scope to survive. The new engines and the nets 
supplied by Japanese and European companies 
charged high prices on these items. Now to have a 
catch in the sea one has to spend at least Rs. 3000/- 
for one departure. Most of the time they have to 
come to the shore with nothing to meet even the 
cost of departure. The soaring living expenditures 
and depleting resources led some times to 
communal tensions and mutual killings over the 
right to fish in select zones keeping the shores 
always under police and military surveillance. 
 
THE NEW RATIONALE OF THE GOVT. 

 

With the change in policy, now the Govt. is 
withdrawing even from basic service sectors like 
education and health. Earlier the motto of the Govt. 
was to depend on its infrastructures rather than on 
local groups, physicians and other peer groups, 
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whose practices caused the spread of secessionist 
feelings like casteism and communalism. This was 
to keep the secular fabric of the nation-state intact so 
that the development policies of the state could 
reach to the people directly. This would help the 
state to pursue the principles of liberal democracy 
and eventually to have the status equallant to that of 
developed countries. Now according to the new 
vision one has to depend locally rather than on state 
bodies for health and education services. This policy 
is affecting negatively marginalised groups like 
dalits, adivasis and fish workers. The organised 
social movements like that of fishworkers face new 
challenges requiring them to have more strategical 
inputs to counter the hegemonic tendencies of 
Globalization. 
 
More than these, the increase in number of family 
suicides among the fisher folk groups indicate the 
complexities of their everyday life in present day 
situation. It seems that the activities of the 
organisation are of little help to them. The changing 
social paradigm requires new ways of 
problematising the issues of concern that affects, 
than of sloanegering which is what many of them 
doing right now. 
 
THE NFF IS PREPARING FOR A SHOW DOWN 

 

The National Fishworkers' Forum is preparing for a 
major fight for their 42 demands. These 42 demands 
are agreements with the Governments at different 
times, either partially or fully not implemented. 
There fore all these 
demands raised are 
presented here 
together. They have 
been submitted to the 
Government. 
Conventions are 
organised in different 
States. They are two 
vehicle campaigns one 
from Gujarat and another from West Bengal starting 
on 1st May reaching Trivandrum on 14th May. We 
are having the final planning of the agitation by the 
leaders of NFF has been called on 1-12 June in 
Bangalore.  From 25th July onwards thousands of 
fish workers will be marching to Delhi and other 

capitals in coastal states for indefinite dharnas till a 
positive commitment from the governments for the 
implementation of 42 demands are met with. These 
demands are given below. 
 
All these mean a lot of organizational planning and 
expenses. There is a Delhi Support group being 
formed. This would need a whole hearted support 
from you too. Monetory contributions are solicited. 
It could be sent in through Cheque or DD drawn in 
favour of    NATIONAL FISHWORKERS FORUM, 
Velankanny Junction, Valiathura, Trivandrum-
695008 India. 
 
1. Implement 21 recommendations of Murari 

Committee. 
2. "Traditional and small mechanized sector should be 

assisted by adequate regular supply of fuel and by 
providing HSD and Kerosene and by providing 
subsidy taking into account the benefits given to 
deep sea fishing vessels." 

3. "In order to conserve fishery resources in our 
waters, to protect fishermen and to reduce conflicts 
in the sea, deep sea fishing regulations should be 
enacted by the Parliament after consulting the 
fishing community." 

4. Include women and inland fisher people in the 
Saving Cum Relief Scheme and implement the same 
in all the coastal states. 

5. Stop ship breaking yards in India, particularly 
Alang, Gujarat; Valinokkam, Tamilnadu; and 
Chirala in Andhra Pradesh. 

6. Cancel all the licenses issued to the foreign fishing 
vessels by the Commerce Ministry. 

7. Stop Aquaculture Authority Bill and Stop the 
review petition by MPEDA. 

8. Implement Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
notifications of 1991 after removing all the 
impediments for the construction of houses by the 
fishing communities. 

9. The use of Islands particularly Jammu, Chur Saheb, 
Mausumi and Sagar in West Bengal should be 
protected as NON DEVELOPMENT ZONE for 
the exclusive use of the fishing communities for 
fishing and drying fish. 

10. Ownership and management of water bodies and 
fish resources by the fishing communities that 
depend on them for their livelihood. 

11. Lift the ban on "2 Shark and Ray", IX items, "Part 
IV B-Mollusca 9 items and "19 Mollusca " XV 
items. 
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12. Stop construction of International Commercial Port 
in Ummegam, Colachal and Vizhinjam and punish 
the murderers of Col. Pratap Save. 

13. Introduce pension for all fish workers who are 60 
and above. Introduce lump sum grant to all the 
students of fisher people. 

14. Implement Marine Fishing Regulation Act in all 
the coastal states. Uniform Monsoon Trawl Ban, 
mesh size regulation, zonal regulations, restriction 
and regulation on destructive gears and over 
fishing gears like purseines. 

15. Create Coastal Development Authority and Inland 
Coastal Development Authority 
in all the states. 

16. Bring about Umbrella Legislation to create at least 
minimum economic and social security to all the 
unorganized workers in India. 

17. Hand over all the reservoirs particularly TAWA 
and BURGI RESERVOIRS to the Cooperatives of 
the displaced fisher people. 

18. Liquidate all the cooperatives of fisher people that 
are controlled by the Merchants, Money Lenders 
and Politicians and create new ones including 
100% fisher people both men and women in every 
fishing village of India. 

19. Overcapacity of fishing vessels should be addressed 
by bringing about a change through legislation that 
worker-operators own and manage fishing vessels. 

20. Inorder to improve the credit facilities Grameen 
Banks should be introduced in all the cooperatives. 

21. Introduce the Central Self Employment Scheme to 
help the fisher women. 

22. Fix the floor price for fish. 
23. National cooperative policy has to be thoroughly 

revised particularly in fisheries sector. 
24. Every fishing family should have a house and every 

fishing village should have a proper drinking water 
supply, electricity and road connection. 

25. Education for all in the fishing village should be 
guaranteed. 

26. Provide rest place, toilets and comfort stations in all 
the fish market in India particularly in the line of 
the Fish Markets in MADGOA. 

27. The workers particularly women in all the Fish 
Processing Plants should be protected with labor 
legislations concerning time, place, and 
permanency of work, as well as social and economic 
security. 

28. Declare all the coastal states having fish shortage 
particularly Maharashtra and Karnataka as fish 
famine states. 

29. Stop import of Fish. 

30. Continue our campaign against Globalization 
together with National Alliance of Peoples 
Movements (NAPM) that India should quit WTO. 

31. Construct and regenerate mangroves all over the 
coast to help the breeding and feeding of fishing 
grounds and to protect the coast from cyclones and 
floods. 

32. Stop constructing sanctuaries particularly at 
Malwan in Sindhudurg that displace fisher people 
and affect fishing. 

33. Stop winding up of Dahanu Taluka Environment 
Protection Authority. 

34.  Introduce sea-safety for artisanal and small-scale 
fishermen. 

35. Supply of Icebox to all the fishing vessels in India. 
36. Release innocent fishermen in different jails of 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives and 
India. 

37. Stop dumping Chemical, toxic waste into the water 
bodies. 

38. Implement Mandal Commission Recommendation 
to make the fisher people into SC/ST category and 
bring about separate constituency for fisher people 
in Parliament, Assembly and Panchayat elections. 

39. Pay compensation to the fishermen when they are 
asked to stop fishing for defense purposes by Navy 
and Military. 

40. Every state should enact INLAND FISHING 
REGULATION ACT. 

41. Stop constructing atomic energy plants 
particularly KOODAMKULAM. 

42. Stop privatizing Chilka Lake 
 

Study Prepared by  
N.R.Levin,  
Research Scholar, Department of History, 
University of Delhi,  
Delhi - 110007. 
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