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Editor’s Note 

 

Being re-imagined and re-designed with 
ambitions of becoming “world-class”, Indian 
cities are in the throes of change. There is no 
longer any space in it for the poor, the working 
class and their squalid settlements. Demolitions 
have always been tools to clear the lands and 
disperse the poor. However, the policy of 
resettlement which, no mater how imperfectly or 
incompletely implemented, tempered the 
violence of demolitions for the past few decades 
is also being done away with now.  With “urban 
renewal”, as demolitions have gradually 
acquired the façade of legitimacy, the urban poor 
acquired ‘illegality’ being termed as 
“encroachers” on “public land”. The 
fundamental rights of life, livelihood, housing 
and shelter guaranteed constitutionally are now 
been reinvented and replaced by a legality that 
sees the urban poor as encroachers and a threat 
to civic existence. The language of the 
administration, judiciary and the political elite 
has changed. 
 
Voices of the urban poor, who form majority of 
the urban population and are most affected by 
this”urban renewal” are ignored at best and 
brutally suppressed at worst. While the 
increasingly poor conditions of civic amenities in 
urban areas, ineffective local governments, 
corruption and so on remain problems that the 
government must deal with, the question that 
begs to be asked is how and for whom they are 
when achieved bypassing democracy and 
denying the majority their Fundamental and 
human rights? Who stands to profit? 

 

 

 

REDUCING DEMOCRACY TO RUBBLE 
 
 

Since independence India has aged ‘eternally’ 
and now she is 60. While many people cherish it, 
there exists a society which continues to perish.  
Completely incongruous conditions prevail 
everywhere. The ideals we cherished once seem 
to be looming large on us and now we 
perspicaciously stand against them. Every step 
takes us in the direction we refused. Failing to 
build a society based on the universal principles 
of equality and human dignity, we find decisions 
and actions being taken by the power holders. 
They are the same people against whom our 
toiling masses rose and our leaders laid their 
lives. Truly, the path to independence was 
onerous and now with every passing day we 
find it even more burdensome. Scuttled and 
cornered amidst rhetoric and drama we are 
forced to consume the slogans of India being a 
democracy, to be cajoled into being the citizens 
of this country and to believe that we have rights 
which are sacrosanct and thus irreversible.  
 
The sham of democracy revisited on 24th August 
2006 when Mumbai police along with the 
officials of Mumbai Municipal Corporation 
shamelessly and brutally evicted protestors 
camping at Azad Maidan. The protesters had 
come from different walks of life. From people 
fighting for the rights of the disabled, doctors to 
slum dwellers who were illegally evicted and 
whose houses were demolished and burnt 
down. The Mumbai High Court had decreed on 
16th August 2006 to do away with the 
encroachments from the Azad Maidan. It 
completely disregarded the very difference 
between protestors and encroachers. It dubbed 
all the people as encroachers. The fact of the 
matter is that people had already sought 
permission from concerned authorities prior to 
starting their protest. But how does it mater to 
the State? The order was passed in suo motto Writ 
Petition which was based on a letter written by 
the Treasurer of Mumbai Cricket Association to 
the then Chief Justice of Bombay High Court and 
was converted into a PIL by the Chief Justice. He 
had observed that the letter raises very 
important questions of public interest. In the 
letter the Treasurer of the MCA had lamented 
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that the ground was being used for protests and 
rallies and thus causing inconvenience to the 
game of Cricket.  
 
This was another case of judicial activism in 
defense of the elite of the society flouting and 
violating the rights, needs and aspirations of the 
working class and the poor of this country. The 
manner in which the working class of the city 
has been experiencing the brutal state repression 
exemplifies this. The nature and extent of assault 
is unprecedented. It also threatens to serve as a 
model to be replicated and imposed by the neo-
liberal brigade in cities all over the country. 
 
The working class in Mumbai constitutes more 
than 70% of the population. Now it is facing an 
unprecedented attack on its constitutional as 
well as human rights. With the closing down of 
the mills, this trend is being projected as 
‘irreversible’. The State is expeditiously 
implementing the neo-liberal agenda with full 
gusto ignoring the plight of the poor. The 
expediency of the rulers to transform Mumbai 
into a world class city has ruined lives and 
livelihoods of thousands of its residents. These 
are the people who built the city- the 
construction workers, domestic workers, 
hawkers, sweepers, carpenters, daily wage 
earners and casual laborers. Yet they have no 
access to it. The city is completely out of their 
reach. It is nothing but a manifestation of urban 
untouchability, an elite superciliousness 
ghettoizing the real community into the 
vagabonds of backwardness. The State is 
completely muted on this. With ‘magnanimous’ 
loans of the World Bank and without the 
slightest compunction, the corporate elites have 
turned into modern day Neros. Despite all blitz 
and pomposity, the dream of world-class city 
has not materialized. In fact it has turned out to 
be a nightmare for majority of its inhabitant. The 
city is brimming with project induced 
displacements. The World Bank funded Mumbai 
Urban Transformation Project displaced 25,000 
families and the Mithi River Development 
Project displaced 10,000 families. It is estimated 
that there will be over 2 lack families displaced 
in the city due to various other projects. 
 
But do figures not matter at all? There are rising 
contradictions all around us. While Sensex 

indices rise for the elite, majority of the people 
can’t even decipher its meaning. On the other 
hand, the numbers of poor in the city is also 
rising. While the space for their survival of poor 
is always on the shrink and they are forced to 
survive on garbage heaps on under fly-overs, the 
list of urban land lords is swelling. The 
bureaucrat-politician-lender-judicial-builder 
mafia rules this kingdom, while its subjects 
perish. Hawkers-street vendors are being evicted 
to give way to retail giants and shopping malls. 
Slums are being demolished to build multi-
storied flats. There are umpteen numbers of 
cases where rich and the elites have encroached 
upon the plots meant for housing the poor, but 
no law ever penalized them. On the other hand, 
slum dwellers are always projected as 
encroachers. The real encroachers masquerade as 
development agents and consultants facilitating 
this loot. By flouting the law of the land, there 
are individual land holdings up to the size of 
15,000 acres, and paradoxically more than 60 
lakh people live in unhealthy, hazardous and 
inhabitable conditions. But under the pressure of 
World Bank the Urban Land Ceiling Act is to be 
repealed.  
 
Privatization has now entered various realms of 
our existence. Forget the basic services or 
infrastructure construction and maintenance, 
now the very planning process has been 
privatized and thus been made non-
participatory and undemocratic. Extra 
constitutional bodies like Chief Minister’s Task 
Force with corporates, industrialist and builders 
on board are hiring private consultants like Mc 
Kinsey to chart out Vision for the city. This vision 
is with a mission to exploit, to encroach and to 
usurp the public resources. By converting 
citizens into consumers, the constitutional 
concepts and ideals are being abused.  
 
These processes of vulgar profiteering and 
accumulation are not going uncontested. They 
are being constantly questioned and challenged. 
However, it is not the third or the fourth pillars 
that is holding democracy but the struggle of the 
ordinary people of the city. Slum dwellers, 
hawkers, construction workers, daily wage 
earners, domestic workers, Dalits and fisher folk 
are fighting these everyday, every moment, with 
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a vow to struggle till their dreams of equity and 
justice are fulfilled.  

 
 

BULLDOZER STATE AND THE URBAN 
POOR 

 
 
The Fundamental Rights enshrined in Indian 
Constitution provide for equality before law, 
equality of opportunity to employment and 
freedom to speak, form associations, move 
freely, reside, and work in any part of India. In 
addition, the Directive Principles direct the State 
to secure a just society, to operate an economic 
system that does not result in the concentration 
of wealth and resources, provide for humane 
conditions of work and living wages and protect 
the weaker sections from injustice and 
exploitation. But when it comes to defining 
‘Public Interest’ such Constitutional norms are 
almost always easily violated. Marginalized 
communities face highly organized and 
continued attacks on their lives, livelihoods and 
dignity. The Constitution becomes a reference 
point for protection of rights of only those with 
the wherewithal to defend them and not to the 
people living in slums. Life-world of the urban 
poor suggests the increasing distance between 
the State and the marginalized people. This 
distance is a compendium of denial of rights and 
various direct and indirect atrocities that the 
agencies of the State perpetuate on the urban 
poor, as well as the lack of commitment from the 
part of the State to protect these communities, 
through electoral promises, publicized policy 
commitments as well as Constitutional 
obligations, binding on the state agencies.  
 
Manufacturing Illegality  

 
The lives of the urban poor in Delhi have 
undergone debilitating changes in the past few 
years. Loss of work due to industrial closures 
and forced relocations, loss of work due to slum 
demolitions and resultant displacement, non 
availability of work for the women in the 
resettlement colonies, increasing child labour 
and situations akin to bonded labour are critical 
realities faced by the urban poor in Delhi. While 
livelihoods were affected, all the available social 
spaces for people living in slums were also taken 

away. Unplanned and dangerous displacements 
did not care to provide for drinking water, 
health facilities, sanitation, schools, community 
centres or burial grounds.  
 
All these are fallouts of the sharpening official 
rhetoric of urban renewal, beautification, 
regularization and improving the quality of the 
city. It is evident that the State is adopting an 
aggressive developmentalist posture and 
invoking a growth fundamentalist rhetoric at the 
cost of the right to life, livelihood and dignity of 
the people. That is why when the Prime Minister 
of India makes a statement on how Shanghai 
could be made out of Mumbai, one lakh families 
are left without home, food, work, education, 
basic facilities and all the above hope, in matter 
of few days. A fifteen feet blade bulldozer has 
come to represent the contemporary Indian state 
for majority of urban poor. 

The specter of beautification is now haunting 
several cities. Many of them are now under the 
JNNURM which has emerged as a monolithic 
policy for the urban India, purportedly endorsed 
by the World Bank. Beautification of the city is 
run on the principle of eradication of the 
‘undesired’. The sole authority to define 
‘undesirability’ vests with state agencies, as does 
the decision regarding alternative use for the 
spaces thus vacated. For the working class in 
urban India beautification and urban planning 
means only one thing - demolished houses and 
uprooted lives and livelihoods. 

In the 1980s, the ASIAD workers case exposed 
how workers in the capital city of India lived in 
extreme denial of their basic rights. Nothing has 
changed. People who built the infrastructures of 
national pride were declared illegal in Delhi and 
were traumatized repeatedly in the name of 
development, security, public need and 
beautification. Thousands of families living in 
the slums in India are forced out of their homes 
in the most cruel way since late 1970s, a process 
which the administration has made more 
‘lawful” since mid 1990s through obtaining 
courts orders for demolitions, grossly 
misinterpreting the concept of “public good”, 
and submitting false data to mislead the courts. 
In many cases of demolition only 30-40% of 
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families were given alternate facilities within 
agreeable time limits. 
 
In last four to five years, more than 150 slum 
clusters in Delhi, housing approximately 1 lakh 
families, have been demolished. Several people 
have been killed during the demolition processes 
and many subject to police atrocities. The data 
on how many exactly die are never officially 
recorded and are available only at the slums. 
Women, children and elderly persons were 
cruelly beaten up in many places. Demolitions 
indicate a rising cruelty on defenceless people 
and failure of all forms of democratic processes.  

Slum policy as it emerges from these practices 
betrays the intention of the planners to scuttle 
the basic objective of the Delhi Master Plan of 
integrating the working class into the city in a 
reasonable standard of development and to 
instead push them out of sight into ghetto-style 
habitations. The Habitat International Coalition 
2001 fact-finding and several other independent 
studies prove that the relocation conditions and 
services flout the Master Plan provisions, and 
that there has been widespread corruption and 
coercion during this process. The Resettlement 
Policy and practice are often inconsistent with 
domestic law and international human rights 
agreements they noted. National Human Rights 
Commission however gave a clean chit to the 
official Resettlement Policy in 2005 saying that 
development projects need due time for reaching 
its benefits to people. This despite the fact that 
well documented evidences, testimonies and 
illustrations were provided to the NHRC 
indicating arbitrary allocations, corruption and 
denial to build up temporary shelters at 
resettlement sites in the extreme heat, severe rain 
or peak winter. Both judicial and administrative 
measures legitimized demolitions and 
relocation. In the recent instances like in Nangla 
Machi, courts ordered for demolitions even after 
the administration submitted that alternative 
plots for relocations were not ready for 
allocations. 

Our experience is that the basic norms laid out in 
the Olga Tellis case in 1986 and several similar 
proactive and pro-people interpretations of the 
Indian Constitution that intricately underlined 

the relation between the Right to Life and other 
rights, have taken a beating. Legality of stay as 
interpreted for implementation by the 
administration thus become essentially against 
the working class people in the slums, with out 
any choice to protect themselves them- even to 
protect their essential belongings being 
destructed by Bulldozers. India is fast becoming 
a state of no-tolerance to the ‘illegal encroachers’ 
as the state calls the working class in the cities. 
And for the elite of India demolitions of slums 
and similar urban settlements have become one 
of the most efficient ‘public’ services for public 
good in the country. 

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) has 
emerged as the largest real estate agency in the 
world with over 50,000 acres of prime 
metropolitan land at its disposal. It must be the 
highest priority that provisions in the 74th 
amendment be implemented so that the 
monopoly of the body is ended and it becomes 
accountable to local bodies, with due 
representation to the marginalized sections of 
the urban population.   

There are well founded connections between the 
real estate mafia and the DDA officials. There 
needs to be an independent scrutiny on the 
corruption in the DDA planning where public 
land for housing of economically weaker 
sections was not utilised for the said purpose, 
while the higher income groups housing 
schemes were developed more than the 
stipulated allocation as per the Master Plan. 
Many of the present operations of the DDA, 
reveals how it commits itself to profiteering from 
public land in the guise of the Public Private 
Participation, bestowing a clear and unjust 
advantage for the private players.  

Interestingly enough, the original Master Plan 
had anticipated the present population in the 
slums (there were 4 lack families living in slums 
according to the 2001 Census) and assorted 
livelihoods options, viz, small industries, 
informal trade, schools and so on. Though such 
entitlements were clearly defined in a prominent 
public policy document, the State through it 
various agencies strived to create evidences to 
influence upon courts that people are 
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“unanticipated, deserving only charity, not 
justice”. The strong criticism that civil society 
interventions has ignored the Master Plan and 
demanded for lesser share than the land share to 
the working class people by the ‘welfare-ist state’ 
also needs further attention. It would require an 
examination into how the agenda of ensuring 
peoples rights through direct attack on 
corruption and achieving state accountability 
gave way to demanding alternative systems.  

Arbitrarily declaring a settlement as a slum, 
dividing the people through obscene tactics and 
demolishing houses in order to occupy land is 
not new. The case of Bhatti mines area serves as 
an example. It clearly tells us how an urban 
village under a Gram Panchayat till 1983 can be 
declared as a slum and as well as part of a 
sanctuary, a twin reasoning invented by the 
administration to deprive 4,500 thousand 
families of their rights. It strongly indicates how 
the administrative autocracy can actually 
displace people from their land and how various 
agencies of the State and thus the state itself is 
transforming itself to a ‘proactive’ mode to 
displace, impoverish and dismantle people in an 
organized way. 

All these indicate a fundamental shift in the state 
system towards a systematic denial of rights. It 
also encodes how these practices result in the de 
facto “rewriting of the Constitution” by the 
agencies undermining the interests of the 
working class.  

The language of the administration, the judiciary 
and the political elite has changed. The 
enunciation of all of these agencies now 
invariably addressed the working class 
pejoratively.  This is particularly true of the 
judiciary. To cite an example, in the Almitra 
Patel case, the Supreme Court proclaimed 
"rewarding an encroacher on public land with a 
free alternative site is like giving a reward to a 
pickpocket", referring to provisions for 
relocation and resettlement! Such notions and 
language need to be challenged strongly. Such 
judgements are completely contradictory to the 
spirit of Article 13 of the Constitution which 
prescribes that the State shall not make any law 
which takes away the Fundamental Rights.  

 
It is also important to note how civil society 
actors are forgetting their commitments to the 
working class and are joining the agenda of the 
state and the international monitory institutions, 
facilitating, endorsing and advertising the neo 
liberal agenda of the World Bank and other 
agencies. It is time that we identify and confront 
these processes directly, since these self 
appointed civil society actors are becoming 
partners in the process of eroding the democratic 
culture, peoples institutions and public domain 
of India. 
 
Development designs across India envisage 
mass eviction of the people, which the Indian 
state and majority of the public channels of 
communication wish designate as inalienable 
feature of modern development. The inalienable 
rights of the working class and marginalized are 
violated in the mad rush for growth. So it 
becomes the primary responsibility of all the 
concerned people to join efforts for building 
collective and long-standing resistance against 
ideas and actions that deprive people of their 
right to life and livelihoods.  It is important to 
campaign for the implementation of the 
Common Minimum Program and also demand 
the obligations of the government to provide 
every person a house with all basic facilities 
ensuring their right to a live with dignity. 
Similarly it is important think on what could be 
the framework of public purpose, which can 
ensure rights of the working class in India. 
 
 

MEMORANDUM ON DMRC PROPOSAL 
TO ACQUIRE 

DYAL SINGH COLLEGE LAND 
 
  
Dyal Singh College, is one of the few fully 
University maintained colleges in Delhi 
University with a combined student strength of 
4000 and an employee strength of 600. Its status 
as a fully University maintained college is the 
product of a historic struggle led by the 
Teachers' Association three decades earlier and it 
entails a great responsibility for all of us to 
protect the hard won fruits of collectivism.   
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IN May 2007, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation 
asked the college through the University of Delhi 
to give them a major chunk of College land 
where we have our playground and land 
earmarked for college hostel for the Central 
Secretariat- Badarpur corridor of Delhi MRTS 
Phase-II. They have asked for 2582 sqm. on 
permanent basis and 4677 sqm. on temporary 
basis for the construction of Jawahar Lal Nehru 
Stadium Station entry/exit and ancillary 
building.  They have subsequently revised this 
demand marginally in view of the demands of 
the college community.   
This forced the Teachers, Students and Non-
teaching Staff of both Dyal Singh College and 
Dyal Singh College (Evening) to form a Joint 
Action Committee under the aegis of the 
respective Union bodies. All the various bodies 
that represent all the people in this institution of 
higher education have come together to fight the 
apathy and attack evident in the demand to 
alienate land. Any attempt to alter the spirit and 
character of the College from outside without 
taking into consideration the aspirations of the 
college community will be opposed and resisted 
by the college community. We expect that you 
will share our concerns and represent our cause 
in all the relevant platforms.     
 
Through GBMs of the entire college, we have 
categorically and unanimously come to the 
following position: No land of the college 
should be given to the Metro project as it can 
effectively end the integrity of the College as a 
single undivided entity and seriously stall its 
future. A college so big like ours will have to do 
without playground and students' hostel if we 
accept such a demand.   
 
Dyal Singh College Joint Action Committee's 

Observations: 
 
1. DMRC never consulted the college before 

drawing up their plans. This is a gross 
injustice and then to insist that they can't 
change the plan is a further violation of the 
democratic rights of the affected party.  
 

2. The social utility of an educational 
institution is great in a country like ours and to 
jeopardize the opportunity of education to the 
citizens of the country in future is a crime 

against the nation and its constitution. As a 
completely public funded college (ours is one of 
the seven fully public funded colleges in 
University of Delhi) the importance of this 
college is prime in a country were social 
inequalities denied education to majority of the 
society till a few decades ago.  

 
3. Instead of promoting a culture of sports 

among the youth, DMRC & L&DO has worked 
out a myopic plan to take away land from an 
educational institution in the name of 
Commonwealth Games 2010. This crime 
committed against the youth of the country will 
deny sports facilities not just to 5000 people who 
are presently there in the college but also to 
generations to come. Interestingly, Mr. 
Sreedharan, has also illustrated this callousness 
and lack of understanding in his response to the 
DU VC Dr. Pental's letter insisting for an 
alternative plan that will not hurt college 
interests. 

 
4. The introduction of Physical Education as an 

optional subject in the new BA Programme 
curriculum from the next academic year 
demands additional infrastructure for education 
and sports. What will happen if we cannot even 
protect the existing infrastructure? The course 
will not be implemented, as we will fail to meet 
the minimum requirements of infrastructure for 
its implementation as an academic discipline and 
we will have to forego this possibility that can 
enrich the campus life of our college.  

 
5. Higher Education is poised for a rapid 

change with the Government of India notified 
OBC Reservation Act that proposes around 54% 
increased intake in educational institutions. 
When we are expected to scout for additional 
facilities to accommodate the growing demand 
here is a Tughlaq-ian move to take away existing 
facilities.  

 
6. Our long-standing demand for Students' 

Hostel in the college has recently been approved. 
A move that can immensely reduce and resolve 
the severe crisis and exploitation suffered by 
thousands of students of the college in finding 
safe, secure and economically viable 
accommodation facilities will now have to be 
shelved completely if we accede to DMRC. We 
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are not ready to sacrifice the interests of the 
present and future generations of the students 
who will feel cheated if we deny them possible 
accommodation facilities in the college. 

  
7. DMRC after a lot of hesitation met us on 19-

12-07 and agreed in principle to reconsider and 
submit a proposal that will accommodate the 
college's position. They are yet to do that. They 
technically agreed that ancillary building can 
come up on the other side of the road and plans 
could be changed.  

 
8. In the meanwhile L&DO sent a letter stating 

that permission is granted to take over college 
land on 7-1-08. This has come after the JAC, the 
Principal & Chairman of the College and the VC 
has written to them raising our objections and 
after the same concerns were voiced in all the 
L&DO meetings by the college representatives.   
 
The college community has earlier organized 
mass protest rallies, signature campaigns, media 
campaigns, civil society campaigns in this 
regard. The general students of the college are 
aggrieved over the loss of facilities and are quite 
agitated about the insensitive and unjust stand 
taken by the various concerned authorities. This 
is a general academic issue that has serious 
portents to the entire higher education system in 
the country. DU Academic Council has clearly 
supported the college's position in this regard 
while all the representative bodies (DUTA, 
DUSU & DUKU) at the University and national 
level have come together in solidarity. The Joint 
Action Committee on Metro appeals to you 
understand the immediate and future dangers in 
this context and stand united in a fight against 
the authoritarian, undemocratic and non-people 
oriented demand to alienate Dyal Singh College 
land.  
  
Member Associations:   
Dyal Singh College Teachers' Association    
Dyal Singh College (Evening) Teachers' 
Association  
Dyal Singh College Students' Union   
Dyal Singh College (Evening) Students' Union   
Dyal Singh College Karamchari Union   
Dyal Singh College (Evening) Karamchari 
Union   
 

For More Information Contact: Sachin N, 
Convenor, Joint Action Committee & President, 
DSCTA. Ph: 9868121122 
 

 
NATIONAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
STRUGGLE & ACTION COMMITTEE 

 
Kharghar Declaration. October, 2005. 

 
Having experienced multiple displacements first 
which pushed us from our rural homelands to 
urban areas in search of livelihood opportunities 
and then a series of forces, which threaten to 
drive us away from the city. We the people 
displaced or affected by urban development 
missions, city beautification, slum clearances, 
urban infrastructure developments-, ill-
legalized, marginalised met this day on October 
15th and 16th at Navi Mumbai, Kharghar. We at 
this consultation meet, as well as, at the national 
rally against ‘National Urban Renewal Mission” 
on 9th December 2005 at the Jantar Mantar New 
Delhi declare our vision and commitment 
towards, a right based, people centered 
approach to urban development. Affirming the 
principles of justice, equality, democracy and 
sustainability. 
 
Asserting our rights to socio- economic and 
political spaces, opposing the gettoisation and 
preserving diversity and plurality and opposing 
the visionless development missions and 
government policies of development under the 
impact of globalization and liberalization.   
 
We assert ourselves as citizens of a free country 
with rights and dignity and are proud of our 
contribution to the city and the nation using very 
little resources. We are accused of dirtying the 
city, clogging the transport system and being a 
stress on city resources, we vehemently oppose 
this accusation.  
 

And Also:  
 

Asserting the fundament rights, directive 
principles and other basic features of the Indian 
Constitution. 
 
Noting Government of India’s international legal 
obligations under the universal Declaration of 
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Human Rights, International Covenant 
Economic Social and Cultural Rights, 
International Convenient on Civil and Political 
Rights and the International Labour 
Organisation’s convention 107, among other 
international conventions and  
 
Upholding the pluralist, secular nature of the 
Indian Polity. 
 
We believe and assert that: 
 
All have equal rights over urban resources like 
land; water, electricity, housing and social 
security benefits and none should be deprived 
on the basis of the time of entry into an urban 
center for their struggle for dignified survival 
and livelihood.  
 
All have equal rights to livelihood opportunities, 
which should take into account the concerns of 
hawkers, small businessmen and street vendors.  
 
Adequate and affordable housing should be the 
responsibility of the state. There needs to be 
special provisions legal and in compliance with 
existing provisions for providing housing for all 
the employees in the organized and the 
unorganized sector. 
 
Provisions for homeless, handicapped and other 
deprived sections should be state responsibility 
and should be incorporated in urban planning. 
 
All have the right to participate in urban 
planning, development and monitoring of urban 
developmental plans and have easy access to 
relevant information.  
 
Security of tenure to all must be the basis for 
slum improvement and basic services should be 
extended to all those who inhabit a place. 
Emphasis should not be laid on documents and 
documentary evidences.  
 
Development plan must be one that generates 
more livelihood (both of skilled and unskilled 
nature) opportunities, these should support a 
dignified existence of urban poor and these 
opportunities of some should not displace 
people from their habitat. Livelihood spaces for 
hawkers and vendors should be in-built in the 

development planning process and it should be 
done in consultation and participation with the 
hawkers and vendors.  
 
Relocation of industrial units within city should 
be done only the consent of the people involved 
and informal sector contribution to the economy 
should be adequately recognized.  
 
Development authorities, which are structurally 
and functionally undemocratic, should be 
replaced with more representative and 
participatory institutions keeping with the spirit 
of 74th Constitutional amendment.    
 
Globalization and taking over of retail business 
by corporate sector should be legally restricted 
when such services can be made available by 
street vendors, hawker’s etc. The people in self-
employment and ownership of activities should 
not be degraded to wage labour. 
 
We demand changes in the Hawkers Policy. We 
want representation and participation at national 
and state level in the policy formulation and 
implementation. The police act of 1932 should be 
repealed and the physical, mental and sexual 
abuse perpetuated by mafia, police and 
municipal authorities punished.  
 
The interpretation of the principal of eminent 
domain, on which the laws enabling 
displacement and eviction of people of common 
property resources is based, is unacceptable. 
Development plans should be aimed at minimal 
displacements. 
 
In case of displacement due to urban 
developmental project, the socio ecological cost 
of rehabilitation should be included in the 
budget of the project and cost benefit should be 
publicly debated and accepted. Information 
regarding the project should be made available 
to the public in the local language and 
community concern should be sought without 
pressurizing and forcing the people. 
 
All who are being displaced should be 
rehabilitated, with the affected people’s 
participation and approval of rehabilitation 
package ensuring alternative livelihood and 
better standard of living. 
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The onus of rehabilitation should rest with the 
state and not be sublet to quasi-judicial entities.   
Joint ownership rights of the land/ property of 
the rehabilitated sites should be given in the 
name of man and woman of the family. 
 
Rehabilitation site should not be more than 2 km. 
from the site of displacement. 
 
Development of infrastructure – health facilities, 
education, amenities, mass public transportation 
should be included as the cost of the project. 
Public transport should be prioritised with the 
introduction of more buses and trains covering 
all sections.  
 
Enactment of National Transport policy for all 
cities of India which should provide for separate 
lanes for pedestrians, cyclists, cycle- rickshaws 
including all non motorised mode of transport.  
Small informal activities like street vendors and 
essential public amenities should be part of 
National Transportation Policy plan so that the 
objective realties of the commuters can be 
addressed.   
 
Alternative livelihoods should be provided 
wherever livelihoods are affected.  Efforts should 
be to improve the status of living through 
training in such cases. 
 
Adequate time should be provided before the 
start of actual project to mentally prepare the 
affected people and reduce the trauma for 
displacement. 
 
Preserve the diversity and plurality of the 
society. 
The land Acquisition Act of 1894 (amend in 
1984) a remnant of the colonial era – must be 
abolished and replaced by a National Enactment, 
which defines all development parameters, 
indicators, processes of planning. We demand no 
repeal of but strict implementation of Urban 
Land Ceiling Act in each state. 
 
We challenge the National Urban Renewal 
Mission driven by UPA government and its neo 
liberal economic agenda of globalization, 
liberalization to privatize infrastructure, 
transport, basic services like water, electricity, 
sanitation, health, education etc and will 

struggle to build people centric and controlled 
development assuring livelihood and basic 
services for all.    
 
A comprehensive national slum policy for 
improvement of slums and its environment 
should be formulated immediately by involving 
slum dwellers. 
 
Excess vacant land available with state and 
central government and its agencies should be 
thrown open for affordable housing schemes. 
 
National Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM) 
;Hawkers Sangram Committee- West Bengal 
;Lokayan- Delhi; Shahar Vikas Manch- Maharashtra; 
Street Venders Association – Jharkahand; National 
Venders Federation;  Sabarmati Front – Ahmedabad; 
Domestic Workers Forum – Bangalore; Pennurumai 
Iiyakam – Madurai; Nirbay Banao Andolan, 
Mumbai; Sanjha Manch- Delhi; SHARC – 
Jharkhand; Youth for Unity and Voluntary Action 
(YUVA); CHATRI, Hyderabad; Apnalaya- Mumbai; 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS); Human 
Rights Law Network; Commitee for Right to Housing 
(CRH) ; Ankur- Delhi ; Chintan- Delhi ; Institute for 
Democracy and Sustainability; Rupantar- 
Chattisgarh; Fedina and Slum Sudhar Samiti, 
Bijapur  

 
  
 

 

World Fisheries Day, 21st November 2007: 
MOEF'S token Consultation to determine the 
livelihood of ten million fishworkers  

  
Fish workers in India faced another episode of 
betrayal from the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests when fish workers across the world 
celebrate Fisheries Day on 21 November. The 
Coastal Zone Management notification, which 
has already faced widespread criticism and 
resistance from fishermen communities and civil 
society organisations, which was to be discussed 
for the first time on 23 November 2007 in 
Mumbai. Unfortunately, the most important 
constituency, the fishworkers, was largely absent 
from this Consultation. The new notification, 
due to its non-recognition of the traditional and 
customary rights of fish workers, was totally 
rejected by the fishing community.  

OTHER NEWS 
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Fishworkers and civil society organisations 
called the attention of the PMO, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Ministry of Environment and 
Forests for engaging in a consultation with fish 
workers when the draft notification reached the 
hands of fishworker groups through unofficial 
sources. However, the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests refused to engage in any dialogue 
with fish workers or related civil society 
organizations and maintained the position that 
they had not prepared such a notification. This 
misleading information was even given in 
response to an RTI application filed by a 
consumer group in Chennai.   Though the 
proposed meeting in Mumbai on 23 November is 
an attempt by the MoEF to demonstrate 
willingness to a consultative process, none of the 
fish workers organizations have received 
invitation on time and none of the civil society 
organizations which are directly involved with 
the issue were invited.  
  
"The letter of invitation for this meeting is dated 
5th October 2007 but it has been posted to one of 
the invitees on 13 th November. There is a list of 
86 invitees but till 19th November we found only 
4 persons who received it just one or two days 
back" Harekrishna Debnath, Convener, National 
Coastal Protection Campaign and Chairperson, 
National Fish Workers Forum told.  
  
"Looking at the composition of the invitees it 
appears that this meeting is attempted to look 
like a national event. But there is no body from 
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat among the 
invitees. Number of invitees from Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Orissa, West Bengal and Goa are just 
nominal. Many well known national and 
regional level NGOs and CBOs did not find any 
place here. How can there be a comprehensive 
reflection of opinion when some coastal states 
are totally absent? To discuss an issue that 
governs the livelihoods of ten million 
fishworkers, the MoEF could easily organize 
such meet at an appropriate venue in all coastal 
states and UTs" he added.  
  
The proposed new Coastal Zone Management 
Programme will replace the CRZ notification of 
1991 and it will pave way for development 
projects such as industrial estates, mining sites, 

exclusive economic zones, tourism projects and 
ports in the notified areas.   The zonation, 
particularly CMZ II, paves the way for the 
proliferation of SEZs, ports, tourist resorts, 
mining and similar activities in large areas of the 
coastal zone. It would lead to the displacement 
of fishing communities from their habitats and 
the areas they have traditionally used.  
  
With the new Notification, all violations that 
have taken place since 1991 under the CRZ 
Notification, mainly by commercial interests, 
with severe implications for the social and 
ecological integrity of the coastal zone and 
traditional livelihoods, are likely to be condoned. 
This will again be a concession to commercial 
interests that have blatantly violated the 
provisions of the earlier Notification.  
  
The very existence and future of fishing and 
other natural-resource dependent communities 
is linked to the health of the coastal ecosystem. 
Effective protection of coastal habitats and 
regulation of activity in the coastal zone is very 
much in the interests of coastal communities, 
and fishing communities have taken several 
initiatives to protect coastal habitats and 
resources.  
  
The fishing community, other coastal 
communities and their supporters demonstrated 
total rejection of this non-participatory, 
undemocratic and whimsical actions of the 
MoEF through massive protest along the entire 
coastline of the country and demanded adequate 
consultation before taking any further step on 
this matter.  
 
(Update Collective thanks Simpreet Singh Bijulal M 
V and Sachin N for their contributions to this issue) 
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