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Editor’s Note 
 

For more than seven years now, a resolute 
struggle has been going on in Delhi against 
Silicosis- an incurable occupational 
disease. In a scenario where national and 
international health investment is dictated 
by what diseases the international donors 
are willing to put their money in, the 
struggle has succeeded in bringing to the 
fore a serious health concern which has so 
far been neglected, led by the very victims 
of the disease.  
 
It has highlighted the crucial issues of 
labour standards, occupational safety and 
human rights in the mining and quarrying 
industry. It is has also managed to engage 
various arms of the State - from various 
ministries to the NHRC and the Supreme 
Court- to recognise and deal with the issue. 
More importantly perhaps, it has been 
successful in exposing the policies of the 
State and politics of its inaction. It has 
succeeded in establishing that the onus of 
diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of 
victims lies on the State and the 
companies. 
 
We bring you the story of Lal Kuan’s 
struggle against Silicosis in this issue of 
Update Collective.  

 

 
Tucked away in a dusty corner of the 
country’s capital, beyond all the pomp 
and splendour of the city, Lal Kuan is 
home to several hundreds of people 
whose lives are ridden by disease and 
despair. Lal Kuan had been at the centre 
of mining and quarrying activity since 
Independence. It was one of the four 

places in the Capital famous for the 
production and supply of stone chips 
used for the infrastructure development 
of Delhi. Today it is the home of former 
mine workers and stone crushers ailing 
from silicosis. At least, 3,000 villagers 
have died in the last 13 years from 
silicosis, tuberculosis and other 
respiratory ailments in the area. It is also 
home to a resolute struggle for the 
recognition of one of the oldest 
occupational diseases, silicosis, for 
exposing the politics behind the neglect 
and for affixing the responsibility of the 
Government and companies in dealing 
with it.  
 
Once, about 300 stone crushers operated 
in the area employing thousands of 
migrant manual laborers. When the 
crushers were started the required 
manual labour was not available in the 
area. Initially some manual labourers 
were brought from the rural area of 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh. Soon after as the word 
spread about the employment 
opportunities more and more labour 
started coming on its own.  Most of the 
labourers belonged to the Scheduled 
castes, Scheduled tribes or other 
backward classes and did not have either 
much education or vocational skills. They 
worked as casual labourers in crushers 
and quarry and uncertainty of work and 
low wages meant that they were often not 
in a position to pay for the basic facilities 
such as housing, drinking water, 
electricity and education for their 
children.  
  
However, all the crushing and mining 
operations came to a halt in 1992 when 
the Supreme Court, in response to the 
PIL filed by lawyer Mr. M.C. Mehta, 
ordered the closure of all mechanical 
stone crushers established/operating in 
the Delhi area and quarry workers and 
miners be shifted to Pali in Haryana. 
While this judgement contributed to 
reducing pollution levels in Delhi and 
enabled the building contractors to buy 

The Silicosis struggle marches on… 
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the land in cheaper prices, its ambiguous 
position on the issue of occupational 
health hazards rendered the lives of the 
poor workers, most of whom were either 
left jobless or forced to shift to other 
places were mining continued, more 
vulnerable.   
  
As early as 1988, a study done by AIIMS 
doctors had revealed that at least 6 
persons were suffering in Lal Kuan from 
Silicosis. But the no steps were taken, 
not even an enquiry was conducted, in 
this regard.  
 

The misery in Lal Kuan came to light 
after an inquiry by PRASAR(People’s 
Rights and Social Action Research)  in 
2001 revealed that several persons from 
the village who were involved in mining, 
quarrying and crushing activities had 
died prematurely and that there was no 
accountability of any sort on the part of 
the government or the employing agency. 
PRASAR’s journey began in 1999 when a 
few young professionals visited to Lal 
Kuan to work in the field of education 
amongst the people staying there.  They 
found that people died because of 
tuberculosis very often in the area. An 
obvious question came to their mind, why 
are people dying of TB and so often? Why 
is there an unprecedented occurrence of 
death and ill health among the residents 
of the area? They started inquiring into 
the root cause of the fatal problem. What 
they found out was astounding. Those 
who had died earlier due to tuberculosis 
were all working in stone crushing units 
near Lal Kuan.   
 
In 2001, PRASAR conducted a study and 
surveyed 146 people and it was found 
that at least 83 persons were suffering 
from Silicosis and other respiratory 
diseases like TB and Silico-tuberculosis. 
Their interactions with 55 people who 
have lost their family members also 
revealed that the deceased also suffered 
from symptoms that indicated that they 
too had succumbed to Silicosis.  
Despite a halt in mining and stone 
crushing operations, the Silicosis victims 

in Lal Kuan area continued to be 
neglected and wrongly diagnosed. Many 
Silicosis victims died due to improper 
treatment and unavailability of 
medicines. Most of the patients suffering 
from respiratory problems are prescribed 
medicines for tuberculosis by the 
government dispensary.  According to SA 
Azad of PRASAR, “If patients do not 
improve after three to four courses of 
tuberculosis medicines, it meant the 
affliction is something else. Silicosis is 
common in Lal Kaun, but no one 
acknowledged this as it would imply 
compensation." 
 

Silicosis, one of the oldest occupational 
diseases, is an incurable lung disease 
caused by inhalation of dust containing 
free crystalline silica. Silica is the second 
most common mineral in the earth’s 
crust and is a major component of sand, 
rock, and mineral ores. Overexposure to 
dust that contains microscopic particles 
of crystalline silica can cause scar tissue 
to form in the lungs, which reduces the 
lungs’ ability to extract oxygen from the 
air we breathe. It is a disabling, 
nonreversible and sometimes fatal lung 
disease. It progresses even when 
exposure stops. In addition to Silicosis, 
inhalation of crystalline silica particles 
has been associated with other diseases, 
such as Bronchitis and Tuberculosis.   
  
Lakhs of workers in India, majority of 
who are in unorganised sector, encounter 
high-risk silica exposures. Some 
examples of the industries and activities 
that pose the greatest potential risk for 
worker exposure include: construction, 
stone cutting, glass manufacturing, 
mining, agriculture, shipbuilding, 
ceramics, clay, and pottery, railroad, 
manufacturing of soaps and detergents 
etc.   
 

Though there is no cure for the disease, it 
is 100 per cent preventable if employers, 
workers, and health professionals work 
together to reduce exposures. The 
process of the control of silicosis consists 
of dust control measures and medical 
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measures. The preventive measures that 
the employers may adopt include the 
application of appropriate technology, 
which will avoid the formation of silica 
containing dust, or use of other 
engineering methods, which will control 
the dust.  Silicosis can also be contained 
by compliance with prescribed exposure 
limits and technical standards. Also of 
importance is the medical surveillance of 
worker’s health so as to detect early 
development of silicosis. The use of 
personal protective equipment is another 
manner of protection though of a 
temporary nature. 
 
However, the fact remains that despite 
the seriousness of the disease, the 
Government has failed to give any 
attention to it.  No studies have been 
undertaken yet to assess the prevalence 
of silicosis in the country. There is a 
complete lack of awareness of the disease 
among the workers who are never warned 
of the effects of working in the quarries, 
mines, etc which would affect them by 
silicosis. The lack of awareness about the 
disease is also glaring among the doctors 
and health authorities. In Lal Kuan for 
instance for several years Silicosis victims 
continued to be improperly diagnosed 
and prescribed medicines for 
Tuberculosis and other respiratory 
problems. This when coupled with neglect 
and casual attitude of health authorities 
spells death for the workers. 
 
The mining or quarrying activities are 
undertaken under leases, which are of 
duration of 3-4 years and hence the 
primary employers often choose to save 
themselves the financial burden of 
installing any mechanism or machinery 
for the safety of the workers by recruiting 
labour through contractors.  In almost all 
cases, employers underreport the number 
of employees so as to escape any sort of 
liability under labour laws. Employed 
through a chain of contractors and sub-
contractors, most of the workers are 
unaware even of who their real employer, 
let alone their rights.  This chain of 

inaction and neglect is completed by the 
total lack of monitoring or inspection of 
working conditions or equipment by the 
Labour and Health departments.  
 
Through a complaint in 2003 and 
rigorous campaigning, PRASAR 
successfully engaged the National Human 
Rights Commission in favor of setting up 
a national task force on silicosis besides 
deliberating on issues whether existing 
laws are adequate enough to address the 
issue of silicosis or a separate legislation 
to be framed to deal with the issue and to 
make recommendations on the issue to 
the Central/ State Government as the 
case may be. The NHRC had also directed 
that a copy of the complaint be sent to 
the Union Health Minster, Labour 
Minster, Labor Commissioner, Delhi 
government and the Director, Pollution 
Control Department etc. These agencies 
were asked to look into the allegation 
contained and to submit their comment 
and an action taken report within four 
weeks of receipt of NHRC letter. None of 
the departments mentioned above have 
responded yet. In March 2007 the 
Commission noted that though 
government policies and provisions were 
in place concerning Silicosis, there is a 
need to work on the seriousness of these. 
It also noted that the real problem arises 
in the unorganised sector where even 
minimum basic precautions are not 
taken. The Commission directed that 
States identified with high number of 
cases of Silicosis be monitored-to identify 
and map pockets with incidence of 
Silicosis. It also directed States issue 
notices under Section 85 of the Factories 
Act so that enterprises employing less 
than 10 labourers also come under the 
purview of the Act.  

After 7 years of struggle, a major break-
through came in October 24, 2005 when 
the Chief Minister of Delhi, Ms. Sheila 
Dixit convened a meeting in Delhi 
Secretariat to discuss the prevalence of 
silicosis in the Lal Kuan area. The 
meeting was attended by the Health 
Minister of Govt. of Delhi, Food Minister, 
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Principal Secretary (Health and Family 
Welfare), Secretary cum Director Social 
Welfare, Divisional Commissioner and 
Director Health Services (DHS).  Mr. 
Satish Sinha of Toxics Link and Mr. Azad 
of PRASAR along with some people of Lal 
Kuan were also present in the meeting. 
After talking to all the concerned persons 
and the victims, the Chief Minister has 
agreed to the following long-term 
demands of the people of the area: 

� A multi purpose community centre for 
the treatment of occupational 
diseases to be set up at Tejpur near 
Lal Kuan and a mobile medical van 
with one doctor, one attendant and 
one nurse will visit the area four days 
a week for the treatment of silicosis 
and other occupational diseases and 
will distribute free medicines;   

� A team constituted to immediately 
conduct the survey of the affected 
persons in Lal Kuan area and submit 
their report for further actions to be 
taken; 

� The Social Welfare Department and 
Divisional Commissioner’s office have 
been asked to coordinate a joint 
intervention for physical survey of the 
affected people and bring them into 
Antyodaya scheme which will include 
granting of pensions for the silicosis 
victims; 

� The Social Welfare Department and 
the Health Department will also assist 
the affected people to improve their 
skills for alternative livelihood 
opportunities for the people of Lal 
Kuan. 

It was decided in the meeting that 
PRASAR would facilitate the 
implementation of these developmental 
activities in the area. 

Following this, the Delhi Government has 
set up a dedicated hospital for 
occupational diseases in Tajpur near Lal 
Kuan. A health survey has also been 
conducted in Lal Kuan by a team 
constituted by the Government through 

the Centre for Occupational and 
Environmental Health, Maulana Azad 
Medical College, Delhi. The Team 
confirmed that 44 out of the 111 persons 
investigated suffered from Silicosis or 
Silico-tuberculosis. Another 33 persons 
were found to suffer from Tuberculosis. 
Majority of those who were investigated 
had a history of working in stone 
crushers. The Government has also 
agreed to explore the feasibility of 
compensation to Silicosis victims under 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act or 
other Act/Rules and has directed 
individual workers suffering from 
Silicosis to file claims for compensation 
before the Labour Commissioner. 

PRASAR has also been able to intensify 
its struggle for the silicosis victims and 
the other affected communities of the 
mining industries by filing the PIL in the 
Supreme Court of India. On 27 March, 
2006 the Honbl’e Supreme Court issued 
an order to the Ministry of Labour, 
Health, and Company & Law and State 
governments for formulation a Central 
Committee to formulate guidelines for the 
prevention of dust exposure in stone 
quarries and crushers all over the 
country.  

Though the Central Government has not 
filed its response in the Supreme Court, 
the Ministry of Labour along with the 
NHRC through the Director General, 
Factory Advice Service & Labour 
Institutes, Mumbai (DGFASLI) have 
initiated a National programme to 
ascertain the extent of the problem of 
Silicosis in Indian industries, scientific 
assessment of prevalence in the country, 
existing control and preventive 
mechanism etc. A national workshop to 
develop strategies in this regard was 
called in early December 2007 in 
Mumbai.  

Despite all these overtures, considering 
that the Silicosis high-risk industries are 
largely in the unorganised sector, it 
remains to be seen how serious the 
Government is about ensuring that 
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employers adhere to strict guidelines 
regarding engineering methods for dust 
control and how compensation will reach 
the workers, currently employed or 
retired. 
 

As struggles around the issue of Silicosis 
continue and remain to be waged in 
several parts of the country, there are 
several lessons that the success and 
strategies of this on-going struggle in Lal 
Kuan hold for them. 
 

Firstly, the struggle has worked not only 
towards awareness and diagnosis of the 
deadly occupational disease Silicosis 
among workers. But more importantly 
perhaps, it has exposed the policies of the 
State and politics of its inaction. It has 
succeeded in establishing that the onus 
of diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation 
of victims lies on the State and the 
companies. It is also unique in the way it 
has managed to engage various arms of 
the State - from various ministries to the 
NHRC and the Supreme Court- to 
recognise and deal with the issue.   
 

Secondly, the Lal Kuan struggle has 
highlighted the crucial issues of labour 
standards, occupational safety and 
human rights in the mining and 
quarrying industry. Mining and quarrying 
in India are not new sectors of economic 
activity though they have attained a 
larger share, particularly since India 
became a part of the ‘open market’ and 
‘liberalization’ regime under GATT and 
later WTO in the last decade of 20th 
Century. A lot of questions have been 
rightly raised time and again on the issue 
of impact on natural resources and 
environment and compliance with 
environmental laws. However, one fall out 
of mining still remains inadequately 
discussed and addressed-that of 
occupational conditions and labour 
standards. 
 

The massive investments that the sector 
has seen in the past few years have not 
been reflected at all in the way the 
activity itself is done. There have been 

very few technological innovations. Most 
of the labour in the sector belongs to the 
unorganized sector and continues to be 
employed on a contract basis without any 
security of tenure or any other labour 
rights. From accidents to owning up the 
occupation diseases related to the 
mining, the sector has shown utter 
disrespect to human life and dignity. 
Tuberculosis to Silicosis and varied forms 
of Cancer, the mining sector’s 
contribution to the labour force has been 
thankless to say the least. On the one 
hand the mining companies escape 
unhurt from ownership of occupational 
accidents and diseases, while on the 
other even the state disowns such victims 
and takes the side of the ‘investors’.   
 

Thirdly, the Lal Kuan struggle has also 
exposed politics of health investment in 
the country. In a scenario where 
international charity donors are happy to 
invest quoting 'malnutrition, poor living 
conditions' etc. and where HIV, AIDS and 
other such diseases are considered gold 
mines, it is of little wonder that the State 
or the companies (whose CSR runs many 
hospitals and health projects of even 
NGOs), choose to completely neglect 
research on diseases like Silicosis. 
Diseases which are complex because they 
not only involve issues of labour 
standards, occupational hazards and 
hence taking the influential mining lobby 
head-on, but also because they largely 
affect people  who cannot afford to pay for 
the treatment they need. 
 

Contact: S.A. Azad, PRASAR. Ph: 

09811914329. Email: prasar21@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Land mark victory for Ban-Gujjars 
Historic judgment by Uttarakhand HC 

under Forest Right Act, 2006 
 
The Ban-Gujjar community which has 
been living in Rajaji National Park for 
centuries were being threatened to be 

OTHER NEWS 
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evicted by the park authorities since 
1992. The issue of displacing the 
traditional pastoral community from the 
Raja Ji area has been discussed and 
debated since 1972, i.e. after the 
proclamation of Wild Life Protection Act. 
(1972). The then U.P. Forest Department 
who reallocated them in Pathri and Gendi 
Kheta regions in District Haridwar, a list 
was prepared for only 512 families on the 
basis of permit granted in 1951. But by 
1990 the number of families expanded to 
more than 3000. 
 
The Ban-Gujjars did not agree with the 
proposal for shifting only 512 families 
and also they were not satisfied with the 
conditions of so called rehabilitated 
villages in Pathri. It did not suit to their 
requirement and environment. However 
some families shifted to Pathri & Gendi 
Kheta but the condition was not 
conducive nor could they get the land 
rights there. Everything was on 
temporary basis. 
 
In 2005, Director of Raja Ji National Park 
issued an order of eviction and all Gujjar 
families were stopped on their way while 
they were coming back from upper 
reaches of Himalayas. The Ban-Gujjar 
Kalyan Samiti filed a writ petition 
challenging the order. 
 
On 20th June, the Uttarakhand High 
Court passed a historic judgment under 
the Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Right) Act, 2006 (Forest Rights 
Act as it is commonly known) in favor of 
Ban Gujjars and against eviction order 
issued by Director Raja Ji National Park 
District Dehradun in 2005.  
 
The importance of the judgment also lies 
in the fact that it is for the first time that 
the Forest Rights Act has been made the 
basis for protecting the rights of forest 
dwellers and it has the potential to be a 
strong precedent in hundred of cases 
pending in the courts in regards to 
protected areas and reserve forests.  

Victory for democratic action across 
the country 

M.P. Government held guilty of violating 
fundamental rights of Satyagrahis 

 
A look at the judgments in recent years, 
specifically regarding right to 
demonstrate and ‘strike’ in public against 
state actions consistently reveals the 
trepidation to afford these rights safe 
location in the domain of the recognized 
freedoms under Article 19 of our 
Constitution.   
 
A trend that suspects public assertion of 
collective rights is unmistakably palpable. 
Take the decision of the Kerala High 
court in 1997 in the CPI (M) v. Bharat 
Kumar case that was later upheld by the 
Supreme Court (SC), treating ‘bandhs’ 
illegal and unconstitutional - though 
fortunately leaving some legroom to 
manoeuver due to the amorphous 
distinction made between ‘bandhs’, 
‘hartals’ and ‘strike’, so as to hold the 
latter as not illegal, per se.  
 
The Constitution itself to some extent 
lends support to this view by providing 
for imposition of the so-called ‘reasonable 
restrictions’ to these fundamental rights 
on grounds like ‘public order’, ‘public 
tranquility’, which are often 
indiscriminately resorted to by the 
governments and overlooked or assented 
to by the judiciary. The outcome, 
invariably, is the criminalization of 
democratic actions.  
 
The recent judgment of the Jabalpur High 
Court upholding the right to life and 
freedom, particularly the right of affected 
people to agitate peacefully and assert 
their right to land and livelihood has 
however come as a ray of hope in this 
bleak judicial scenario. 
 
On the evening of 25th July 2007, a huge 
police force came down on the 
Adivasis, fish workers and farmers who 
were peacefully agitating as part of the 
Zameen Hak Satyagraha, demanding 
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land and other rehabilitation measures 
which has been denied to them despite 
the Narmada Water Dispute Tribunal 
award, the policy of the State 
Government of Madhya Pradesh and the 
orders by the Supreme Court holding the 
rights in their favour. More than 150 
adults and children were arrested. While 
30 adults accompanied by the children 
were released on personal bonds, 65 
men, 26 women and one child were sent 
to jail.  During the arrest, many 
Satyagrahis were beaten up, women were 
molested, cattle encroach were beaten 
and the individual and collective property 
of the Satyagrahis was forfeited while 
part of it was damaged. Section 107 
Cr.P.C., and Section 151 IPC  were 
employed.  
 
A PIL was admitted based on the letter 
sent by Medha Patkar to the Chief Justice 
from the Indore jail on 25th July 
regarding the illegal arrests with use of 
force, demanding justice and 
compensation.  The bench consisting of 
Chief Justice A.K.Patnaik, and Justice 
Ajit Singh examined the case threadbare, 
seeing even the compact discs provided 
by both the petitioners and the State in 
the presence of the lawyers of the parties, 
completing the hearing in a few weeks. 
The court upheld the fundamental rights 
to freedom of speech and expression and 
to assemble peaceably and without arms 
guaranteed under Articles 19(1) (a) and 
19(1)(b) of the Constitution. The court 
also noted that the petitioner and other 
agitators had done nothing to give rise to 
even an apprehension that they will 
disturb the public tranquility, public 
peace or public order and found SDM's 
action of insisting on executing bonds 
under Section 107 Cr.P.C and the arrest 
by the police on the refusal of some to do 
so to be wholly without authority and in 
gross violation of Articles 19(1)(a), 19(1)(b) 
and 21of the Constitution. The High 
Court directed the State of Madhya 
Pradesh to pay compensation of Rs.10, 
000/- to each of the agitators, who were 
arrested and thereafter illegally detained 

in violation of their fundamental rights 
guaranteed under Articles 19 and 21 of 
the Constitution as well as Rs.10,000/- 
towards the cost of the case. 
 
The judgment acquires remarkable 
significance from the standpoint of 
people’s movements across the country in 
the current atmosphere where the 
attitude of the Government and the 
judiciary reflect a growing contempt for 
any sort of collective political action.  It is 
also one of the rare instances where a 
direction for payment of compensation, 
which is a constitutional remedy for 
violation of fundamental rights, has been 
made. 
  
"We Demand Justice, Not Empty 

Promises" 
Riot Survivors and activists demand 
Implementation of Srikrishna Report 

    
Fourteen years after the communal 
violence of Mumbai and nearly a decade 
after Justice Srikrishna Commission 
report was released, justice, for the 
survivors / victims, still looks illusive. 
Through all these years the survivors / 
victims, along with representatives of the 
civil society, have continued their 
struggle against political apathy and a 
lack of will to hold perpetrators 
accountable for the crimes committed. 
Successive state governments, 
irrespective of their political ideology, 
have done very little to implement the 
recommendations stated in the 
Commission's report.   Recent assurances 
by the Vilasrao Deshmukh government in 
Maharashtra and the central government 
at setting up special courts to which 
pending cases would be transferred, are a 
farce and fail to address the real issues 
related to justice and accountability for 
the '92-'93 communal violence.  Against 
this backdrop, non-governmental 
organizations, human rights activist 
groups and members of civil society have 
reiterated their demand for 
implementation of the Srikrishna Report  
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Adv. Shakil Ahmed, who practices in 
criminal courts in Mumbai, gave a 
background of the communal violence of 
1992-93 in Mumbai, a summary of 
contents of Justice Srikrishna 
Commission report that inquired into the 
communal violence, and the aspects of 
non-implementation of the same. . He 
remarked: "In the 1993 bomb blast cases 
that followed the communal violence, the 
state government was committed to 
prosecute and punish the accused, and 
hence the same happened, while the state 
government has decided to shield the 
perpetrators of communal violence, and 
hence no perpetrators are even 
prosecuted." Saumya Uma, a women's 
rights advocate and activist from 
Women's Research & Action Group, 
Mumbai, spoke about the recent efforts of 
human rights and women's rights groups 
in Mumbai to ensure implementation of 
the recommendations, and the specific 
demands that are being made by the 
campaign with regard to its 
implementation.  She observed: "While we 
are made to believe that justice is for all, 
it appears that justice often eludes 
members of the minority community." Mr. 
Farooque Mhapkar, a survivor and 
witness of the communal violence, spoke 
about his relentless and continued 
struggle for justice in making the police 
accountable.  He also explained the false 
cases framed against him by the police in 
order to intimidate and silence him.  He 
said "My personal struggle is a 
continuance of violence from 1993 to the 
present, as I fear a loss of job, while my 
lawyer has faced a threat of getting 
debarred from legal practice, even within 
the court premises."  Adv. Vrinda Grover 
says that there is long history of impunity 
for State sponsored carnages. One of the 
challenges before all of us in civil society 
is in making state agents accountable for 
mass crimes perpetrated by them.  
   
Present Demands of the Campaign For 
Implementation of Srikrishna 
Commission Report are:h 
  

1.       Immediate suspension of all 
policemen responsible for the violence as 
indicted by Srikrishna Commission 
report, registration of complaints against 
them and investigation by the CBI;  
 
2.       Criminal prosecution against 
politicians indicted in the Srikrishna 
Commission report, including Bal 
Thackeray, Madhukar Sarpotdar, 
Manohar Joshi and others for inciting 
violence;  
 
3.      Quashing of false cases registered 
by the police against witnesses and 
survivors of the violence, in order to 
intimidate and silence them;  
 
4.       Re-opening of 'A Summary' cases 
which had been closed on the ground of 
insufficient evidence, despite the 
availability of witnesses for several such 
cases, and adequate measures to be 
taken against policemen responsible for 
the closure of the cases.  
 
5.       Awarding of rehabilitation and 
compensation package to the next of kin 
of the dead and missing, on par with 
1984 anti-Sikh attacks of Delhi. Adequate 
compensation to be awarded to persons 
who lost their livelihood and property.  
  
 For further information, please contact 
Saumya Uma at 093203-46260 / 
Sandhya Gokhale at 09820833422  
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