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Issue No. 2                        February 7th 2001 

�
“Take our life, but never our land”  

�
This pledge of the 30 year old Koel Karo Jan 
Sangathan (Jharkhand) was put to test on 2nd 
February, when the police fired on an unarmed 
group of the Sangathna who had assembled at 
the Tapkara police station demanding action 
against the beating up of Amrit Guria a ex-
armyman the previous day.  Six of the 
demonstrators were killed on the spot and four 
succumbed to bullet injuries.   Three of the 
dead were children returning from school.  
Over 50 were injured��
 

Background 
With a boost from the pro-big dam Supreme Court 
judgement in the Narmada case, the government of 
India is all set to go ahead with its mega-dam 
construction, by all means, fair or foul.   
 
The construction of the Koel Karo Hydropower 
Project is perennial to plans of Industry to open up 
the little of what is left of the tropical forest areas of 
Jharkhand. Protagonists of globalisation call it 
‘infrastructure development’. 
 
For the 16,350 Adivasi families living here it means 
displacement, dispossession, loss of their cultural 
identity, in short –ethnocide. 
 
Bad in law, bad in ethics 
The government’s action is unethical because it 
involves the life of one and a half lakh persons who 
will lose all their economic, social and cultural base 
for a project in which they will have no benefits. It 
is against Law because, the recently enacted Law 
on Adivasi Self-Rule ‘The Provisions of the 
Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 
1996’ stipulates that, “the Gram Sabha or the 
Panchayat at the appropriate level shall be 
consulted before making the acquisition of land 

in the Scheduled Areas for development 
projects and before re-settling or rehabilitating 
persons affected by such projects in the 
Scheduled Areas…” [4.i.]. 
 
In 1991 in a PIL the Supreme Court intervened 
in the matter, stating that that before 
commencement of the project rehabilitation 
should be done.  The government promised the 
court that they will follow this order 
  
Some facts about the project: 
�  256 villages will be wholly or partially 

affected, of which 35 villages will be 
completely submerged; 28 in Ranchi Dist., 
76 in Gumla, and 31 in West Singhbhum.   

 
�  16,350 families comprising 1,50,000 

persons will be displaced 90%  of them are 
Indigenous (Adivasi) people;                

 
�  66,000 acres of land will be submerged, of 

which 33,000 acres are land under actual 
cultivation, and the rest are forest land over 
which the Indigenous people have their 
traditional rights;                               

 
�  152 places of traditional religious worship 

'sarnas' (sacred groves) and  
 
�  300 and more places of burial places 

'sasandiris' (sacred ancestors’ graves) will 
be inundated;                                         

 
This is in the saga of what displacement and 
alienation of their land means to the Jharkhandi 
people. A very conservative estimate is as 
follows: 
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Displacement in Jharkhand  
Mines  25.50 lakh persons 
Major irrigation 16.40 
Factories 12.50 
Animal sanctuaries 11.00 
Total 65.40 lakhs 

 
Alienation of Land since 1960 
HEC Ranchi 7,711 acres 
Bokaro Steel Co 34,227 
Damodar Valley 
Proj 

28,837 

Adityapur Ind.Estate 34,432 
Total 1,05,207 

 
(source: ‘Alienation, Displacement and 
Rehabilitation’  by Sanjay Basu Mullick) 
Unofficial estimates indicate that apart from the 
above mentioned specific projects, as much as 
22 lakh acres of land has been alienated from 
the Jharkhandi people for townships, railways, 
roads, minor irrigation schemes. 

     
 The unfortunate fact is that it is being done in 

the name of national “development”, but really 
at the expense of people. To give but one telling 
instance, in 1941 Jharkhand region had 12.5% 
of its land under irrigation, by an excellent 
system of rain water harvesting; by 1981 it 
came down to 4.5%. Yet during the same 
period, 104 major & minor irrigation schemes 
were undertaken involving an expenditure of 
Rs.9000 crores! 
 
In short, the Jharkhandi people have been  the 
victims of this development model. According 
to governmental records only one-third of those 
displaced were given some monetary 
compensation. Absolutely no one has been 
rehabilitated as it implies social, cultural and 
communitariam dimensions. 
 
After being fooled for the past five decades, the 
people of Jharkhand are no longer in a position 
to take the Government or the Industry at its 

word.  A resolution passed in 1994 by all the 
people’s movements working in the area states:  
 
“Until all our people who have been displaced 
since independence are rehabilitated and given 
just compensation, we will not give an inch 
more of our land” 
  
Why the police firing? 
Knowing the strength and determination of the 
people, the government needed to open up 
space to demoralise the people and weaken this 
formidable movement based on the Adivasi 
traditional leadership, consensus and unity. On 
5th July 1995 the then PM was prevented from 
landing here to lay the foundation stone of the 
Project. People had put up a ramshackle 
barricade in 1995 as part of the ‘janata curfew’, 
Since then no government official was allowed 
in the area. It thus became a powerful symbol 
of their struggle. Importantly, neither the road 
nor the land on which the barricade had been 
constructed was government land.  
 
On 1st February a police team destroyed the 
barricade.  When Amrit Guria saw this he 
protested and was beaten up mercilessly by the 
police team.  The next day the people 
assembled in front of the police station in 
Tapkara, five kms from the dam site 
demanding: 
�  that the two police officers responsible be 

suspended, 
�  that the person who was beaten be given 

monetary compensation (Rs. 50,000) and  
�  that the police respectfully re-construct the 

barricade as it was before.  
 
The assembled people waited patiently from 
8.30 in the morning until 3.30 in the afternoon 
for the resolution of their demands. Instead of 
receiving their demands at 3.30, from the rear a 
lathi charge began followed almost 
immediately by firing. Some people responded 
to the bullets with stones even as they ran to 
protect themselves. Six persons were killed on 
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the spot and four more succumbed to bullet 
injuries later.  
According to the testimonies of two injured 
persons presently in the hospital in Ranchi, the 
policemen tried to kill them when they found 
them alive after being short.  The police placed 
a pole across his neck and two policemen 
pressed it down to strangle him.  The victim 
says he heard them saying that they did not 
want to leave their fingerprints on his neck for 
fear of evidence. The police is reported to have 
burnt their own jeep as well as some civilian 
vehicles and their camp to plant evidence that 
the assembly had turned violent and hence 
justified the use of fire arms.  
Importantly, until date no government official 
has visited the site to enquire how the people 
are doing nor has any action been taken to 
suspend the police officials involved in the 
firing. Eight persons are still missing. 
 
The forces behind this savagery… 
This action of the Jharkhand State government 
indicates that the colonial power equations 
have not changed. The government, clearly 
under pressure from Multinational Companies 
and International Financial Institutions like the 
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank 
to open mineral-rich Jharkhand for their 
investments, is now resorting to violence on the 
Indigenous people in order to weaken their 
popular struggles. 
 
The BJP led NDA government of Jharkhand 
intention of demoralising and breaking the 
Sangathna has failed miserably. They gave a 
honourable burial to their ‘martyrs’ as per their 
traditions, have observed a ‘sankalp divas’ in 
which all the Jharkhandi outfits and Jharkhandi 
people’s movements participated. They have 
renewed their vow that they will not allow 
not only the construction of the dam but also 
the much needed survey of the land for it. 
They have spelt out their demands in very 
clear terms: 
 

1. A judicial inquiry be set up to probe this 
incident. The Chief Minister’s 
assurance of setting up a 'high-level 
investigation' is not acceptable. 

 
2. The police officers and personnel 

responsible for this criminal act should 
be identified and suitably punished. 

 
3. A compensation of Rs. 5 lakhs to the 

families of those killed and Rs.2 lakhs 
to those seriously injured be awarded. 

 
4. Only Adivasi police officers and 

personnel be appointed to police 
stations in Adivasi-majority areas of 
Jharkhand. 

 
5. The Koel-Karo Hydro Power Project 

should be cancelled.  
 
It is now the task of conscientious persons in 
the rest of the Indian polity to stand by the 
struggling people of Koel-Karo in support and 
solidarity. 

* * * * * * * 
The people killed by police firing in Tapkara 
People dead:  
 

Sl 
No. 

Name village 

1 Soma Joseph Guria Gondera 
2 Lukas Guria Guria Gondera 
3 Sudar Kandulna  Banai 
4 Goda Pahan   Chapabaha 
5 Susana   Gutuhatu 
6 Samir Dahanga  Jaipur 
7 Jamal Khan   Tapkara 
8 Prabhu Sahay 

Kandulna   
Jareikela 

9 Elias Gudia   Chukkatoli 
10 Not yet 

identified 
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Persons still to be traced 
Sl 
No. 

Name village 

1 one girl  
(name not known) 

Banai 

2 Sunil Bhengra  Bandapidi 
3 Beda Guria   Champabaha 
4 Selay Guria   Lohajimi 
5 Salu Lugun   Kharanga 
6 Khemba Kongari  Ronhe 
7 Vincent Kandulna 

Jadgav  
Balankel 

8 Name not known   

 

 
For more details read "Ab Tum Mujhe Nahi 
Rok Sakte” by Sunil Minz, a freelance 
Journalist, and an Adivasis activist of the 
movemnt. This book published by BIRSA in 
Hindi is a detailed account of the Koel Karo  
Project and the history of the Koel Karo Jan 
Sangathan . Copies of this book (Rs. 100 pb & 
Rs 200hc) is available at Delhi Forum at the 
cost price from the address below.  
 
 
 

 
(Please note our changed telephone numbers) 
 

UPDATE COLLECTIVE 
F-10/12, Malviya Nagar, 

New Delhi 110017 
Tel: 6680883 Telefax: 6687724 

Email: delforum@vsnl.com 
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Dear friends of river Narmada and Her people, 
 

You may know that with the monsoons and the impending submergence of large parts of the 
valley due to Sardar Sarovar dam only a few months away, the situation in the valley is 
extremely grave  and challenging. Facilitated by the Supreme Court order, the State is trying 
it’s best to further the dam height. The people, even those affected at 80 mts, are yet to be 
rehabilitated. The recently publicized report of the Grievance Redressal Authority, Madhya 
Pradesh too has made it categorically clear that not even a single rehabilitation site has been 
established as per the stipulations of the Narmada Tribunal Award in Madhya Pradesh, the 
state with largest submergence,. For the Valley,  is there any other way than to be on the 
warpath against this destruction and destitution ? 
 
The earthquake in Gujarat has come to us as a shock and is a matter of grave anguish and 
sorrow. The lives of the people perished in it are countless. We are doing our best to help the 
survivors to restore their lives and livelihood. Teams of Narmada Bachao Andolan are 
already in and on their way to the affected area, distributing the materials collected from the 
submergence villages of Sardar Sarovar and Maheshwar Dams, and from supporters all over, 
and helping them rebuild their lives . 
 
While addressing the immediate responsibility of the citizens  towards relief and 
rehabilitation efforts, we will also have to think of ways and means to avoid, or lessen, the 
chances of furthering the exploitation of the mother earth, critically investigating impacts of 

unnatural intervention such as large water bodies, resulting in such tragedies. Minimising 
the human interventions in the sensitive areas has to be of paramount importance. 

 
Saving the valley from submergence will not mean then merely saving the lands and houses of 
tens of thousands of people, or the sources of their livelihood or saving the forest from 
vanishing. It also means saving the nation from unforeseen calamities. It means averting over 
exploitation of nature and shunning from abuse or unjust distribution her endowment - the 
natural resources. 
 
For the people of Narmada Valley, struggle has been the only way to live. In the last few 
decades, their life has been nothing but a struggle. The 15 years old struggle, passing 
through many milestones, has reached a peak today. 
 
The Supreme Court judgement was denounced as illogical and anti people, in and outside the 
valley. 
 
To intensify the struggle, the affected people have decided to hold Narmada Sangharsh 
Parikrama - marching through the streets and the affected villages of Nimad, to culminate in a 
public gathering in Indore. The program is planned from 1st March – 7th March. 

 
The Parikrama will be partly on foot and by vehicles through the villages, strengthening  the vow of 
people to save the valley from irreparable damage. Many cultural floats, folk songs, traditional 
instruments, puppet shows etc will give it a festive touch. 
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The Pankrama will start from village Balgaon on the 1st  March. Accompanied by hundreds of people, 
it will pass through the main towns and villages of Nimad and will reach Indore on the 7th  to culminate 
it in a public gathering. Hundreds of representatives from the tribal areas of Gujarat, Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh, rehabilitation sites, colony, canal, sanctuary affected and Nimad, and supporters 
from all over will be in the Parikrama. Large number of people from all affected villages of SSP, as 
well as other dams on Narmada and representatives from people’s movements from all over will join 
for the public gathering at Indore. 
 
You, have been a friend of river Narmada and her people. We request you to participate in this 
program and strengthen the struggle of the Valley. We invite you to come in large numbers, with your 
banners, cultural floats and other materials to enrich the program. 
 
We know that only an united fight will save the valley. So, come...join us... let us save the valley 
together. 
 
Kamala Yadav    Dedlibai Vasave       Bawa Moharia          Beliben Tadvi    
Mahesh Patel  Ashish Mandloi        Shobha Wagh          Kailash Awasia                
Medha Patkar 
 
How to reach & where: You can reach any of our offices - Baroda or Badwani - by 28' evening. 
Badwani is 5 hours by road from Baroda / Dhule / Khandwa or Indore, all these are well connected by 
railway. For Balgaon, get down at Kasravad phata, little beyond Khalghat, on the way From Indore to 
Badwani / Dhule / Nasik / Bombay, on Agra - Bombay national highway. From Khalghat, Balgaon is 
12 kms. 
 

Narmada Bachao Andolan 
62, Mahatma Gandhi Marg, Badwani, M.P � 07290-22464 Email: badwani@narmada.org 

B-13, Shivam Flats, Ellora Park, Baroda, Gujarat  �  0265-382232 Email: badwani@narmada.org 
Other emails: medhapatakr@vsnl.com, sanjay@narmada.org 

 


